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	COMMUNIST PARTY OF INDIA (MARXIST)
(Com. Nallasivan Memorial Building),
Azees Nagar, Raddiyarpalayam,
PUDUCHERRY-605 010
0413-2200100 – Email: cpimpuduvai@gmail.com



 Dated @ Puducherry the 16.08.2025

To
The Hon'ble Lt. Governor
Raj Nivas
Government of Puducherry.

Sub: Availing of Rs 4750 crore soft loan from Asian Development Bank - regarding

Dear Sir,
As you may be aware, the press has reported of a soft loan from Asian Development Bank to the tune of Rs. 4750 crores for the development of various infrastructural facilities in Pondicherry. We would like to draw your attention to some of the drawbacks as well as serious illegality of these planned infrastructure developments.
The first and foremost is the planned 140km pipeline from Sattanur dam to replenish water to Bahour and Kirumambakkam tanks underneath or along the Pennayar river. We draw your attention to the fact that there already exists a canal, called the Bangaru Vaickal which already serves this purpose of replenishing water to both the system tanks as well as a system of irrigation tanks which have riparian and customary rights of getting water from the Pennaiyar river from the same Pennaiyar river which has an anicut at Sornavur.  While the river is already serving the purpose to bring water to all the system tanks, why single out just Bahour and Kirumambakkam lakes which anyhow is being abandoned by the PWD for several decades with any meaningful restoration efforts and at the same time, encroachers are day-by-day robbing these water bodies? Efforts should be made to maintain such natural ecosystem based, time-tested, traditional water recharge systems through feeder canals. Artificial pipelines will violate the customary water rights of the small farmers (ayacutdars) dependent on these tank systems. We urge you reconsider this move and re-evaluate the feasibility and viability of this plan, with thorough socio-environmental impacts and with the participation of all relevant stakeholders.
Secondly, it is reported that the beach promenade will be extended from Muthialpet to Chunnambar. It should be noted that with the relentless promotion of tourism, particularly around the promenade, the village of Vambakeerapalayam is suffering human losses with many accidents in the area.  Small scale fishers from the fishing villages of Kuruchikuppam, Vaithikuppam and Solai Nagar are already suffering from lack of boat parking and net mending spaces. Further extension of the promenade will only exacerbate the situation and scale up the negative impacts of tourism on local populations. We again urge you to revisit this plan and hold a consultation with the local populations of concerned villages.
The State of Puducherry is a territory with limited natural resources and these limited resources are under serious threats, sadly because of the ill-planned development efforts and policies of the Government. Funding from Agence Française de Développement for sinking of deep borewells, construction of statue on tank bunds (Olandai tank) are some examples of reckless and illegal actions from the part of the Government. It is not only wise but urgent to conserve these resources through appropriate and participatory planning of development efforts, to ensure sustainability of the natural resources and livelihoods of farmers and fishers of Puducherry.
We sincerely hope that a rational intervention will be made from your offices and such ill-planned efforts, that too through a burdensome, long-term soft loan, will be stopped before it is too late.
With Best regards,
S. RAMACHANDRAN
The State Secretary
CPI M State Committee,
Puducherry.
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